
94-100 = A 
86-93 = B 
77-85 = C 
69-76 = D 

 

69 or below: 
Poem must be redone 

Poem Evaluation Information 
Dear Parents, 

 Every term your child will be expected to memorize a poem. According to Thomas Edison Philosophy, 
the purpose of poetry recitation is to: 

 Give each child an opportunity to develop the skill of depending on his or her mind 

 Provide an opportunity for oral modeling  

 Commit to memory some of the finest selections of literature available 

 Develop confidence and the skill of speaking in front of an audience 

Because each child’s ability level is different, we will provide a wide variety of poems for students to 
memorize each term. Please help them choose a poem that is appropriate for their skill level, but will also 
help them stretch and improve their memorization skills.  

Thank you for your support in working on their poems with them for a few minutes every day. This is 
the most effective way to commit the poem to long term memory. 

   Sincerely, 
     Mr. Trumble 

Poem Evaluation: 

Title (5) State the title of the poem  

Author (5) State the author’s name    

On Time (15)   Must be recited on the day poems are due, given the opportunity--  
*Sometimes a student doesn’t get the opportunity to recite his/her poem on the due date and will 

therefore recite the poem the following day 

Confidence (5) Stand straight and tall, without fidgeting 

Eye Contact (5) Focus eyes on audience the entire time 

Voice Level (5) Speak loud and clear so that the entire class can hear you 

Pacing & Fluency (5) Poem is recited evenly (not rushed), pausing at commas, stopping at periods 

Memorization (20) The poem is in long-term memory. (Every time you pause to remember, it is one minus 
point) 

Incorrect Words (5) Words must be exactly what the author wrote 

Skipped Words (10) Every word is recited, none are skipped 

Repeats (10) No words or phrases are repeated 

Animation/Enthusiasm (10) In order to get an A, you need to include actions, props, or animation of some 
kind  
 

Please refer to the grading scale to the right. To earn full credit and 
get an A, the actions, props or animation used should last 
throughout your poem. Please be fully prepared!  


